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Van Feed sat darning: the second beat

tablecloth which had that day come
home from the laundry In a decidedly
bad condition. Considering the fact
that the entire table linen store of the
household had been reduced to one

dozen napkins and three tablecloths,
the small matter of a fresh rent in
the second best would have been
enough to bring sadness to Van's face,
even if there had not been graver
things to trouble her. One of these
things was a growing headache that
she dare not own even to herself. It
was there, but she tried to smile it
down as she had smiled down a great
many unpleasantnesses hitherto. It
was. however, gradually being born®
upon her that she was doomed to

lt long future of this futile smiling with
!»the heartache going on just the same.
*. In contrast to her weary pallor and
|[ wistful eyes Rosamond came in like a
.¦i crocus blown on the spring breeze.
Rosamond was four years younger than
Van and very pretty. Her black garb,
which killed any attractiveness in the
older sister, made Rosamond gleam like
an opal set in black enamel or a flower
flung on black velvet. Rosamond had
been downtown and she had brought
home a basket of strawberries.
"And I'll tell you why," she panted,

merrily. "John's coming to supper. He
really is! There's cream and I thought
you could just whip up a shortcake,
When there's shortcake you don't no-

i'AT LAST IT BECAME EVIDENT THAT |
THEY ALL, MUST WALK.

!;tice the lack of other things and yours
!-are always perfect and John likes them
t. so."
«' "I'll have to put on the best tabla-
j cloth." Van said thoughtfully. "I

,, shan't be able to finish this if I make
M shortcake. Will you hull the berries?"
ij There was a merely perceDtible pause
:! before Rosamond answered brightly:
f| "I'll set the table. Strawberries stain
my fingers so and John will want me

jj to play the harp for him."
!j "Who is that you shall play the harp
» for?"
|J It was Prof. Faed entering. Prof.
Faed was altogether the kind of man

i» whom you would expect from his hav-
ing named his two daughters Vanessa
and Rosamond.a book lover, a stu¬
dent. gentle, silvery haired, and so un-
sucessful that he had never been able to

{' replenish the store of linen which his
{; bride had brought to her new home,
i; She had died long years before out of
!i sheer inability to cope with the cir-
j) cumstances of life, leaving the task
.and the burden to Vanessa. So far Van-

!¦ essa had done wonders. She had kept
j' a roof over the heads of the "three of
V them, and she had seen that they were
clothed and fed and she had hopes

' now that Rosamond was going to marry
" a good inan whose wealth was not his
j. least attraction.
i; Van thought of John Potter as she
.j beat the shortcake and hulled the rosy
f. berries and whipped the -cream^ In
the meantime Rosamond had made the

dining: room table fresh with the best
tablecloth, the worn silver and a hand¬
ful of daffodils from Van's little flower
garden. When the harp began to sound
from the parlor Van knew that the
guest had arrived. But it was not un¬

til she went to announce supper that
she saw him.
John Potter was inclined to elder-

liness.that is, there were lines in his
brown face and silvery threads in his
dark hair. He looked a tower of
health and vigor beside the drooping,
silvery professor as they proceeded
tableward. Rosamond led the way,
dragging Van by the hand. She sat be¬
hind the old-fashioned silver service
land poured the tea. Her white Angers
flashed; there were not any stains upon
them. Vanessa kept out of sight as

much as possible, though It was scarce¬
ly necessary, for nobody looked into
the background after her. Irtosamond
was very gay and the professor very
talkative. There really was nothing
for Van to do but to see that the guest
was well supplied with whatever the
table afforded.
The short cake wits excellent beyond

compare and John Potter praised it. He
did not, however, eat with so much en¬

joyment as usual. He apppearad to have
something on his mind. "He is going
to propose to Rosamond," Van thought,
and that wicked heartache of hers made
her turn so pale that she caught Rosa¬
mond looking at her oddly.
After supper John suggested that he

have his car sent up and they all go for
a spin. There was moonlight, making
an entrancing night. Rosamond tied a

blue veil over her blond hair; her head
looked like a flower in the moonlight as
she sat beside John on the front seat.
Van thought.
They were on the hill before which

the little town lay like a little fairy¬
land of sparkling lights and vague out¬
lines, when John had to turn far out to
let a wildly racing car go by. Outside
the roadbed the earth was still soft
from the rains and he must have missed
his reckoning. At any rate, the heavy
car sank into loam and the engine
panted In vain. Rosamond gave a cry.
Her father began to ask questions. Van
sat perfectly still while John threw on
the power again and again helplessly.
At last it became evident that they

must all walk back to town, a mile dis¬
tant. Rosamond was rather cross about
it. She had on her best shoes, and out¬
side of their not being very comfort¬
able she did not wish to ruin them by a

big walk on a damp road. John said he
was very sorry, but passersby were in¬
frequent in the evening on that particu¬
lar stretch of road. The car that had
ditched them had been driven by some
doctor making a hurry call. There was
little chance of their being helped out.
It would take the shoulders of six men
to lift the great Speedover out of that
rut. '

Yet even while they were talking a
light runabout flashed up from behind
and a voice called to them. Rosamond
gave a little shriek of delight.

"Oh. Bobby, is that you?"
"Sure thing," Bobby Amhurst an¬

swered. He was alone in the runabout,
and when he had found out their dilem¬
ma he told Rosamond to jump in and
he'd take her back home in a jiffv. *T41
come back for Van then. Also. I'll stop
at the garage and send somebody out
for the car," he promised.
But he never came back. Van and

John and the professor trudged back to
town through the spring scents and
sights and moonlight. Van's feet did not
hurt; her heart had stopped aching; she
was so happy she wished she could go
walking on, forever at John's side.
And presently she found that he wish¬

ed it, too. For the professor, hastening
on, had left them far enough in the rear
to say things without being heard. It
was then John took her hand and laid it
on his arm and held it there while he

told hsr that he had loved her elnoe he
first saw her so patient and eweet and
gentle and mothering her little house¬
hold.
"And I'd have told you this long ago,

dear," he added, "if I had ever had the
chance. But there was always Rosa¬
mond."
They found Rosamond and Bobby Am-

hurst sitting- on the front steps quite
obvious to all save each other.
"And you don't care that I'm going to

marry John 7" Van asked late that night
while the two girls were still talking
over the wonderful happenings In
whispers on the other side of the par¬
tition. "You don't care, Rosamond?"
Rosamond laughed softly.
"No, I don't care. There's Bobby, you

see. I always did adore Bobby. As for
John.I had a feeling all the time that
he preferred your short cakes to my
harp playing. But you were so positive
that it was I he was coming for. I
shall always thing. Van," she added,
teasingly, "that he fell in love with your
short cakes before he did with you."

(THE END.)

HUMAN RIDDLES THAT
HAVE VEXED THE WORLD
By Jolui Elfrrth WatUns.

The Mystery of Shakespeare
The world knows least him whom it

knows beat.
Every nation concedes that the super¬

man who wrote under the name of Wil¬
liam Shakespeare, Shakspeare, Shake
spear or Sharper was the greatest au¬
thor whom the world ever produced.
Little Is known of him as a man, save

that he was the third child of Jamee-
Shakespeare, a glover; that his grant]
fathers were husbandmen; that wher
eighteen he married Anne Hathaway
that five years later he Joined a trooi
of strolling players and went to Lor
don, where In two years more he was

engaged In revising plays; that he be
came one of the chief actors of the best
company in London; that later he
worked as a playwright; that at thirty-
two he was able to buy a home at
Stratford, where, at forty-six, he final¬
ly retired and where at fifty-two he
died.

* * ? *
All kinds of conflicting statements

have been written concerning his pri¬
vate life. Some claim that he was the
uneducated son of illiterate parents;
that even hlB own daughters could
neither read nor write. Others would
have It that he was forced to leave
home for deer stealing In the park of
Sir Thomas Lucy.
Another story is that when first com¬

ing to London he lived upon tips given
him for holding horses of rich patrons
of the theater. According to atlll oth¬
ers. after his return to Stratford he be¬
came a petty tradesman, selling,corn
and malt and lending small sums of
money.
It is claimed that during the time

when he was supposed to be writing
plays he lodged in the house of a hum¬
ble hairdresser.
Yet some of his biographers mention

his having owned shares In two of the
leading London theaters. No two sto¬
ries Of his life agree. Every statement
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concerning him !¦ qualified by clauses
expressive of uncertainty.

. . . .
Until sixty years ago, however, no one

leemi to have doubted that the great
masterpieces published under his name
were written by this man of mystery.
Then there appeared from the pen of
an American woman. Delia Bacon, an
argument attempting: to set forth
proofs that Shakespeare could not have
written these great works.
Since then other writers have waged

a propaganda purposed to deprive
Shakespeare of the honors frsely grant¬
ed by three centuries of admirers. One
of the most zealous of these was Ig¬
natius Donnelly, once candidate for
Vice President of tne United State*.
Another is Sir Edwin Durnlng Law¬
rence, baronet, who in recent year*
has circulated in various newspapers a
million copies of articles attempting
to dsprive Shakespeare of the credit
so long granted to him.
According to Sir Edwin, the real

Shakespeare was but a "drunken. Illit¬
erate down," who "was totally unable
to write a single letter of hla own
name, and of whom we are told. If we
understand what we are told, that he
could not read a line of print."

. * . .
While some of these propagandists

claim that Marlowe was the real author
of the Shakespeare plays, a vast ma¬
jority credit them to Francis Bacon,
the greatest English scholar and law¬
yer of his day.
According to the theory of the pro-

Baconltes. Baoon. by writing "Richard
n," greatly incensed Queen Elizabeth,
who was reported to have said, "Seest
thou not that I am Richard II?" Bacon,
afraid to recall his own Identity, there¬
after.'tis claimed.hid himself behind
the toga of the 8tratford actor.
It must be admitted that the author

of Shakespeare's plays displayed the
moat profound classical learning and a
deep knowledge of law, as well as an
intimate acquaintance with the details

of royal etiquette and of court life. He
must have been aleo an omnivorous
reader of history, who had mastered
Latin, French, Italian and Spanish, and
who had devoured the world's litera¬
ture, ancient and modern.

. » . .
To some who have sought the man

Shakespeare In the chronicles of his
time It seems inconceivable that a
country lad of his parenthood and rear¬
ing could have acquired all of this
knowledge, which, unquestionably, was
at the finger ends of Lord Bacon.

It Is argued that Shaksspears'a name
never appeared upon any play until
after he had retired to Stratford, and
this has been seized upon as evidence
of his having been sent there by Bacon
that he might remain in obscurity while
the great plays were being turned out
under his signature.Stratford then be¬
ing farther from London. In time of
travel, than Canada is today.
Strangely enough, there are extant no

samples of Shakespeare's writing ex¬

cept several alleged signatures, no two
of which are very similar, nor to there
In existence a single letter addressed to
him save one asking for a loan of £10.
And the only cotemporary letters refer¬
ring to him are unimportant missives
referring to money.
None of his alleged writings mention

picturesque scenes associated with his
life, such as Stratford, the Avon river or
the magnificent Warwickshire country,
whereas these plays are replete with
references to BC Alban's, Bacon's home.

. . . *
Bacon's qualifications for writing

Shakespeare's plays have been summed
np as follows: He was educated not
only tn English, but In French, Latin,
Italian and German; he was the com¬
piler of a book of 1,1(0 axioms and
phrases selected from the greatest au¬
thors and works of all times. Because
literary geniuses were frowned upon in
England during his generation, he spent
several years in Paris, where the llt-

eratl were tn high favor at court.
The vexed question of the aatMrphif)of Shakespeare'* flays has bee* rtls-

cussed In 20.000 separate volutne* Hid
Within the last few month* JiMge W«n-ard S. Tuthlll of the Chicago circuit
oourt has. In an Injunction suit, ren¬dered a decision that "the name andcharacter of Shakespeare were used as
a mask by Francis Bacon to publii-hphilosophical facts, stories and state¬
ments contributing to the literary re¬
naissance in England, which hasthe glory of the World."

Electrocuted While Ironing.
CLEVELAND, September 9..^ra. Au¬

gusta Tcury, mother of five children,
was electrocuted while using an Slaatrio
iron in her hoane here today. An in*
vestimation of the cause of th< lug*
voltage which made the fatality possi¬ble Is being made.
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